PASSAGES  FROM  ARABIA DESERTA

[principal sheykhs' sons soon become horsemen, and ride with
their elders to the field], and a few of his Aarab, made prize of
eighty milch camels! In that day he had been struck by lances
and shot in the breast, eleven limes; but the dints pierced not his
'Davidian' shirt of antique chain work. They say, that the
stroke of a gun-shot leaves upon the body fenced by such harness,
only a grievous bruise.

A brother of Hayzan, Terkey, was fallen; and their sheykhly
sister. She was stripped, and thrust through with a spear 1-
because Kahtan had stripped and slain a Meteyry sheykh's
daughter. The old Kahtan sheykh-father of these evil-starred
brethren, hardly escaped upon a theluL Hayzan, mortally
wounded, was stayed up in the saddle, in the flight, till evening;
and when they came to the next golbdn (south of D6khany) the
young sheykh gave up the ghost: and his companions cast his
warm body into one of those well-pits. . 4 .

THE    KAFILY   FOR   MECCA
Now in Aneyza the jemmamil made ready their gear; for the
samn kafily was soon to set out for Mecca. The zemmel, bearing
camels, were fetched in from the nomads; and we saw them daily
roaming at pasture in the Nefud about us. A caravan departed
in these days with dates and corn for Medina.
Zamil and Kenneyny rode out one day to the Wady together,
where Zamil has a possession; and they proposed to return by,
Rasheyd's plantation, to visit KhaliL But in the hot noon they
napped under the palms: Abdullah woke quaking with ague!
and they rode the next way home.
One evening there came a company of young patricians from
Aneyza; to see some sheep of theirs, which the Beduin herds had
brought in, with a disease in the fleece. The gallants stripped off
gay kerchiefs and mantles; and standing in the well-troughs, they
themselves washed their beasts. When it was night, they lay
down on the Nefud sand to sleep, before the shepherds* tents.
Some of than were of the fanatical Bessims; and with these came
a younger son of the good Abdullah, The lad saluted me aflectu-
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